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READING STANDARDS FOR LITERATURE 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and determine their central message, lesson, or moral. 
3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 
Craft and Structure  
4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 
5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action. 
6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 
8. (Not applicable to literature)  
9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories and poetry, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the range. 

READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
2. Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text. 
3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
Craft and Structure 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 
5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text 

efficiently. 
6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text. 
8. Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. 
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9. Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band 

proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

 
 

READING STANDARDS:  FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
Phonics and Word Recognition 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
b. Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams. 
c. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long vowels. 
d. Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
e. Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences. 
f. Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

Fluency 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 
b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 
 
 
 



 
Barren County Schools Second Grade Curriculum 2017 Update 
 
 

 
 
 

5 

 
WRITING STANDARD 

Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., 

because, and, also) to  connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
3. Write narratives in which they recount a well elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal 

words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. (Begins in grade 3) 
5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 
 
 
 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science  observations). 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. 
9. (Begins in grade 4) 
Range of Writing 
10. (Begins in grade 3) 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts 
under discussion). 

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of others. 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion. 
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2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Tell a story or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 
5. Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, 

and feelings. 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See grade 2 Language standards 1 and 3 on 

pages 26 and 27 for specific expectations.) 
LANGUAGE  
Conventions of Standard English  
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
b. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
c. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 
d. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told). 
e. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be modified. 
f. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie 

was watched by the little boy). 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize holidays, product names, and geographic names. 
b. Use commas in greetings and closings of letters. 
 
c. Use an apostrophe to form contractions and frequently occurring possessives. 
d. Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words (e.g., cage → badge; boy → boil). 
e. Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

Knowledge of Language  
3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  
a. Compare formal and informal uses of English. 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 

strategies. 
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a. Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 
c. Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the same root (e.g., addition, additional). 
d. Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, 

bookmark). 
e. Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
a. Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
b. Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny). 
6. Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe 

(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 
 
 

*Penmanship/Handwriting 
Print legibly, and space letters, words, and sentences so that another person can read writing easily. 
 
*Legible penmanship, although not KCAS, is an expectation throughout elementary school. 
 
 

 
 



 
Barren County Schools Second Grade Curriculum 2017 Update 
 
 

 
 
 

8 

 
 

Barren County Schools 
 
 
 

Mathematics Curriculum 



 
Barren County Schools Second Grade Curriculum 2017 Update 
 
 

 
 
 

9 

 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction. 
2.OA.1:      Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word problems involving situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, 

and comparing, with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.  (Note:  
See Glossary, Table 1.) 

Add and subtract within 20. 
2.OA.2:   Fluently add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies.  (Note:  See standard 1.OA.6 for a list of mental strategies).  By end of Grade 2, know from 

memory all sums of two one-digit numbers.   
Work with equal groups of objects to gain foundations for multiplication. 
2.OA.3:   Determine whether a group of objects (up to 20) has an odd or even number of members, e.g., by pairing objects or counting them by 2s; write an equation to 

express an even number as a sum of two equal addends. 
2.OA.4:   Use addition to find the total number of objects arranged in rectangular arrays with up to 5 rows and up to 5 columns; write an equation to express the total as a 

sum of equal addends. 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 
Understand place value. 
2.NBT.1:   Understand that the three digits of a three-digit number represent amounts of hundreds, tens, and ones; e.g., 706 equals 7 hundreds, 0 tens, and 6 

ones. Understand the following as special cases: 
a. 100 can be thought of as a bundle of ten tens — called a “hundred.” 
b. The numbers 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900 refer to one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or nine hundreds (and 0 tens and 0 ones). 

2.NBT.2:   Count within 1000; skip-count by 5s, 10s, and 100s. 
2.NBT.3:   Read and write numbers to 1000 using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. 
2.NBT.4:   Compare two three-digit numbers based on meanings of the hundreds, tens, and ones digits, using >, =, and < symbols to record the results of 

comparisons. 
Use place value understanding and properties of operations to add and subtract. 
2.NBT.5:   Fluently add and subtract within 100 using strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the relationship between addition and 

subtraction. 
2.NBT.6:   Add up to four two-digit numbers using strategies based on place value and properties of operations. 
2.NBT.7:   Add and subtract within 1000, using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the 

relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method. Understand that in adding or subtracting three-digit numbers, one adds 
or subtracts hundreds and hundreds, tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to compose or decompose tens or hundreds. 
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2.NBT.8:   Mentally add 10 or 100 to a given number 100–900, and mentally subtract 10 or 100 from a given number 100–900. 
2.NBT.9:   Explain why addition and subtraction strategies work, using place value and the properties of operations.  (Note:  Explanations may be supported by 

drawings or objects.) 

 
 

Measurement and Data 
Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
2.MD.1:   Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes. 
2.MD.2:   Measure the length of an object twice, using length units of different lengths for the two measurements; describe how the two measurements relate to the size 

of the unit chosen. 
2.MD.3:   Estimate lengths using units of inches, feet, centimeters, and meters. 
2.MD.4:   Measure to determine how much longer one object is than another, expressing the length difference in terms of a standard length unit. 
Relate addition and subtraction to length. 
2.MD.5:   Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word problems involving lengths that are given in the same units, e.g., by using drawings (such as drawings of 

rulers) and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. 
2.MD.6:   Represent whole numbers as lengths from 0 on a number line diagram with equally spaced points corresponding to the numbers 0, 1, 2, ..., and represent 

whole-number sums and differences within 100 on a number line diagram. 
Work with time and money. 
2.MD.7:   Tell and write time from analog and digital clocks to the nearest five minutes, using a.m. and p.m. 
2.MD.8:   Solve word problems involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, using $ and ¢ symbols appropriately. Example: If you have 2 dimes and 3 

pennies, how many cents do you have? 
Represent and interpret data. 
2.MD.9:   Generate measurement data by measuring lengths of several objects to the nearest whole unit, or by making repeated measurements of the same object. 

Show the measurements by making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in whole-number units. 
2.MD.10:   Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve simple put together, take-apart, 

and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph.  (Note:  See Glossary, Table 1.) 

Geometry 
Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
2.G.1:   Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given number of angles or a given number of equal faces.   (Note:  Sizes are compared 

directly or visually, not compared by measuring.) Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons, and cubes. 
2.G.2:   Partition a rectangle into rows and columns of same-size squares and count to find the total number of them. 
2.G.3:   Partition circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal shares, describe the shares using the words halves, thirds, half of, a third of, etc., and describe the 

whole as two halves, three thirds, four fourths.  Recognize that equal shares of identical wholes need not have the same shape. 
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Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Science 145 

2. Structure and Properties of Matter 
 

2. Structure and Properties of Matter 

Students who demonstrate understanding can: 
2-PS1-1.  Plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify different kinds of materials by their observable 
 properties. [Clarification Statement: Observations could include color, texture, hardness, and flexibility. Patterns could include the similar properties that 
 different materials share.] 
2-PS1-2.  Analyze data obtained from testing different materials to determine which materials have the properties that are 
 best suited for an intended purpose.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of properties could include, strength, flexibility, hardness, texture, 
and  absorbency.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment of quantitative measurements is limited to length.] 
2-PS1-3.  Make observations to construct an evidence-based account of how an object made of a small set of pieces can 
be  disassembled and made into a new object. [Clarification Statement: Examples of pieces could include blocks, building bricks, or other 
 assorted small objects.] 
2-PS1-4.  Construct an argument with evidence that some changes caused by heating or cooling can be reversed and 
some  cannot. [Clarification Statement: Examples of reversible changes could include materials such as water and butter at different temperatures. Examples of 
 irreversible changes could include cooking an egg, freezing a plant leaf, and heating paper.] 

The performance expectations above were developed using the following elements from the NRC document A Framework for K-12 Science Education: 

Science and Engineering Practices Disciplinary Core Ideas Crosscutting Concepts 

Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
Planning and carrying out investigations to answer questions or test solutions to 
problems in K–2 builds on prior experiences and progresses to simple 
investigations, based on fair tests, which provide data to support explanations or 
design solutions. 

x Plan and conduct an investigation collaboratively to produce data to serve 
as the basis for evidence to answer a question. (2-PS1-1) 

Analyzing and Interpreting Data 
Analyzing data in K–2 builds on prior experiences and progresses to collecting, 
recording, and sharing observations. 

x Analyze data from tests of an object or tool to determine if it works as 
intended. (2-PS1-2) 

Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 
Constructing explanations and designing solutions in K–2 builds on prior 
experiences and progresses to the use of evidence and ideas in constructing 
evidence-based accounts of natural phenomena and designing solutions. 

x Make observations (firsthand or from media) to construct an evidence-
based account for natural phenomena. (2-PS1-3) 

Engaging in Argument from Evidence 
Engaging in argument from evidence in K–2 builds on prior experiences and 
progresses to comparing ideas and representations about the natural and 
designed world(s). 

x Construct an argument with evidence to support a claim. (2-PS1-4) 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

Connections to Nature of Science 
Science Models, Laws, Mechanisms, and Theories Explain Natural 
Phenomena 

x Scientists search for cause and effect relationships to explain natural 
events. (2-PS1-4) 

PS1.A: Structure and Properties 
of Matter 
x Different kinds of matter exist 

and many of them can be either 
solid or liquid, depending on 
temperature. Matter can be 
described and classified by its 
observable properties. (2-PS1-
1) 

x Different properties are suited to 
different purposes. (2-PS1-2),(2-
PS1-3) 

x A great variety of objects can be 
built up from a small set of 
pieces. (2-PS1-3) 

PS1.B: Chemical Reactions 
x Heating or cooling a substance 

may cause changes that can be 
observed. Sometimes these 
changes are reversible, and 
sometimes they are not. (2-PS1-
4) 

Patterns 
x Patterns in the natural and human 

designed world can be observed. 
(2-PS1-1) 

Cause and Effect 
x Events have causes that generate 

observable patterns. (2-PS1-4) 
x Simple tests can be designed to 

gather evidence to support or refute 
student ideas about causes. (2-
PS1-2) 

Energy and Matter 
x Objects may break into smaller 

pieces and be put together into 
larger pieces, or change shapes. 
(2-PS1-3) 

----------------------------------------------- 
Connections to Engineering, 

Technology, and Applications of 
Science 

 
Influence of Engineering, 
Technology, and Science on Society 
and the Natural World 
x Every human-made product is 

designed by applying some 
knowledge of the natural world and 
is built by using natural materials. 
(2-PS1-2) 

Connections to other DCIs in second grade: N/A 

Articulation of DCIs across grade-levels: 4.ESS2.A (2-PS1-3); 5.PS1.A (2-PS1-1),(2-PS1-2),(2-PS1-3); 5.PS1.B (2-PS1-4); 5.LS2.A (2-PS1-3) 
Kentucky Academic Standards Connections: 
ELA/Literacy – 
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. (2-PS1-4) 
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. (2-PS1-4) 
RI.2.8  Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text. (2-PS1-2),(2-PS1-4) 
W.2.1  Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking 
 words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. (2-PS1-4) 
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations). (2-PS1-1),
 (2-PS1-2),(2-PS1-3) 
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. (2-PS1-1),(2-PS1-2),(2-PS1-3) 
Mathematics – 
MP.2  Reason abstractly and quantitatively. (2-PS1-2) 
MP.4  Model with mathematics. (2-PS1-1),(2-PS1-2) 
MP.5  Use appropriate tools strategically. (2-PS1-2) 
2.MD.D.10  Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve simple put-together, take-apart, and 
 compare problems using information presented in a bar graph. (2-PS1-1),(2-PS1-2) 

 
*The performance expectations marked with an asterisk integrate traditional science content with engineering through a Practice or Disciplinary Core Idea. 

The section entitled “Disciplinary Core Ideas” is reproduced verbatim from A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Cross-Cutting Concepts, and Core Ideas. 
Integrated and reprinted with permission from the National Academy of Sciences. 



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Science 146 

2. Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 

2. Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 

Students who demonstrate understanding can: 
2-LS2-1.  Plan and conduct an investigation to determine if plants need sunlight and water to grow. [Assessment Boundary: 
 Assessment is limited to testing one variable at a time.] 
2-LS2-2.  Develop a simple model that mimics the function of an animal in dispersing seeds or pollinating plants.* 
2-LS4-1.  Make observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats. [Clarification Statement: 
 Emphasis is on the diversity of living things in each of a variety of different habitats.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include specific animal 
and  plant names in specific habitats.] 

The performance expectations above were developed using the following elements from the NRC document A Framework for K-12 Science Education 

Science and Engineering Practices Disciplinary Core Ideas Crosscutting Concepts 

Developing and Using Models 
Modeling in K–2 builds on prior experiences and progresses 
to include using and developing models (i.e., diagram, 
drawing, physical replica, diorama, dramatization, or 
storyboard) that represent concrete events or design 
solutions. 

x Develop a simple model based on evidence to represent 
a proposed object or tool. (2-LS2-2) 

 
Planning and Carrying Out Investigations 
Planning and carrying out investigations to answer questions 
or test solutions to problems in K–2 builds on prior 
experiences and progresses to simple investigations, based 
on fair tests, which provide data to support explanations or 
design solutions. 

x Plan and conduct an investigation collaboratively to 
produce data to serve as the basis for evidence to 
answer a question. (2-LS2-1) 

x Make observations (firsthand or from media) to collect 
data which can be used to make comparisons. (2-LS4-1) 

------------------------------------------------------- 
Connections to Nature of Science 

 
Scientific Knowledge is Based on Empirical Evidence 

x Scientists look for patterns and order when making 
observations about the world. (2-LS4-1) 

LS2.A: Interdependent Relationships in 
Ecosystems 

x Plants depend on water and light to grow. 
(2-LS2-1) 

x Plants depend on animals for pollination 
or to move their seeds around. (2-LS2-2) 

 
LS4.D: Biodiversity and Humans 

x There are many different kinds of living 
things in any area, and they exist in 
different places on land and in water.  
(2-LS4-1) 

 
ETS1.B: Developing Possible Solutions 

x Designs can be conveyed through 
sketches, drawings, or physical models. 
These representations are useful in 
communicating ideas for a problem’s 
solutions to other people. 
(secondary to 2-LS2-2) 

Cause and Effect 
 
x Events have causes that 

generate observable patterns. (2-
LS2-1) 

 
Structure and Function 
x The shape and stability of 

structures of natural and 
designed objects are related to 
their function(s). (2-LS2-2) 

Connections to other DCIs in second grade: N/A 

Articulation of DCIs across grade-levels: K.LS1.C (2-LS2-1); K-ESS3.A (2-LS2-1); K.ETS1.A (2-LS2-2); 3.LS4.C (2-LS4-1); 3.LS4.D (2-LS4-1); 
5.LS1.C (2-LS2-1); 5.LS2.A (2-LS2-2),(2-LS4-1) 

Kentucky Academic Standards Connections: 
ELA/Literacy – 
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science 
 observations). (2-LS2-1),(2-LS4-1) 
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. (2-LS2-1),(2-LS4-1) 
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when 
appropriate  to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. (2-LS2-2) 
Mathematics – 
MP.2  Reason abstractly and quantitatively. (2-LS2-1),(2-LS4-1) 
MP.4  Model with mathematics. (2-LS2-1),(2-LS2-2),(2-LS4-1) 
MP.5  Use appropriate tools strategically. (2-LS2-1) 
2.MD.D.10  Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve simple put-
together,  take-apart, and compare problems. (2-LS2-2),(2-LS4-1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*The performance expectations marked with an asterisk integrate traditional science content with engineering through a Practice or Disciplinary Core Idea. 
The section entitled “Disciplinary Core Ideas” is reproduced verbatim from A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Cross-Cutting Concepts, and Core Ideas. 

Integrated and reprinted with permission from the National Academy of Sciences.



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Science 147 

2. Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth 
 

2. Earth’s Systems: Processes that Shape the Earth 

Students who demonstrate understanding can: 
2-ESS1-1.  Use information from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can occur quickly or slowly. 
 [Clarification Statement: Examples of events and timescales could include volcanic explosions and earthquakes, which happen quickly and erosion of 
rocks,  which occurs slowly.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include quantitative measurements of timescales.] 
2-ESS2-1.  Compare multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent wind or water from changing the shape of the land.* 
 [Clarification Statement: Examples of solutions could include different designs of dikes and windbreaks to hold back wind and water, and different designs 
for  using shrubs, grass, and trees to hold back the land.] 
2-ESS2-2.  Develop a model to represent the shapes and kinds of land and bodies of water in an area. [Assessment Boundary: 
 Assessment does not include quantitative scaling in models.] 
2-ESS2-3.   Obtain information to identify where water is found on Earth and that it can be solid or liquid. 

The performance expectations above were developed using the following elements from the NRC document A Framework for K-12 Science Education: 

Science and Engineering Practices Disciplinary Core Ideas Crosscutting Concepts 

Developing and Using Models 
Modeling in K–2 builds on prior experiences and progresses 
to include using and developing models (i.e., diagram, 
drawing, physical replica, diorama, dramatization, or 
storyboard) that represent concrete events or design 
solutions. 

x Develop a model to represent patterns in the natural 
world. (2-ESS2-2) 

Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions 
Constructing explanations and designing solutions in K–2 
builds on prior experiences and progresses to the use of 
evidence and ideas in constructing evidence-based accounts 
of natural phenomena and designing solutions. 

x Make observations from several sources to construct an 
evidence-based account for natural phenomena. (2-
ESS1-1) 

x Compare multiple solutions to a problem. (2-ESS2-1) 
Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information 
Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information in K–2 
builds on prior experiences and uses observations and texts 
to communicate new information. 

x Obtain information using various texts, text features 
(e.g., headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic 
menus, icons), and other media that will be useful in 
answering a scientific question. (2-ESS2-3) 

ESS1.C: The History of Planet Earth 
x Some events happen very quickly; 

others occur very slowly, over a time 
period much longer than one can 
observe. (2-ESS1-1) 

ESS2.A: Earth Materials and Systems 
x Wind and water can change the shape 

of the land. (2-ESS2-1) 
ESS2.B: Plate Tectonics and Large-Scale 
System Interactions 

x Maps show where things are located. 
One can map the shapes and kinds of 
land and water in any area. (2-ESS2-2) 

ESS2.C: The Roles of Water in Earth’s 
Surface Processes 

x Water is found in the ocean, rivers, 
lakes, and ponds. Water exists as solid 
ice and in liquid form. (2-ESS2-3) 

ETS1.C: Optimizing the Design Solution 
x Because there is always more than 

one possible solution to a problem, it is 
useful to compare and test designs. 
(secondary to 2-ESS2-1) 

Patterns 
x Patterns in the natural world can be 

observed. (2-ESS2-2),(2-ESS2-3) 
Stability and Change 
x Things may change slowly or 

rapidly. (2-ESS1-1),(2-ESS2-1) 
-------------------------------------------------- 

Connections to Engineering, 
Technology, and Applications of 

Science 
 
Influence of Engineering, 
Technology, and Science on Society 
and the Natural World 
x Developing and using technology 

has impacts on the natural world. 
(2-ESS2-1) 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Connections to Nature of Science 

 
Science Addresses Questions About 
the Natural and Material World 
x Scientists study the natural and 

material world. (2-ESS2-1) 

Connections to other DCIs in second grade: 2.PS1.A (2-ESS2-3) 

Articulation of DCIs across grade-levels: K.ETS1.A (2-ESS2-1); 3.LS2.C (2-ESS1-1); 4.ESS1.C (2-ESS1-1); 4.ESS2.A (2-ESS1-1),(2-ESS2-1); 
4.ESS2.B (2-ESS2-2); 4.ETS1.A (2-ESS2-1); 4.ETS1.B (2-ESS2-1); 4.ETS1.C (2-ESS2-1); 5.ESS2.A (2-ESS2-1); 5.ESS2.C (2-ESS2-2),(2-ESS2-3) 

Kentucky Academic Standards Connections: 
ELA/Literacy – 
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. (2-ESS1-1) 
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.  
 (2-ESS1-1),(2-ESS2-1) 
RI.2.9  Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic. (2-ESS2-1) 
W.2.6  With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. (2-ESS1-1), 
 (2-ESS2-3) 
W.2.7  Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science 
 observations). (2-ESS1-1) 
W.2.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question. (2-ESS1-1),(2-ESS2-3) 
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. (2-ESS1-1) 
SL.2.5  Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to  clarify 
 ideas, thoughts, and feelings. (2-ESS2-2) 
Mathematics – 
MP.2  Reason abstractly and quantitatively. (2-ESS2-1),(2-ESS2-1),(2-ESS2-2) 
MP.4  Model with mathematics. (2-ESS1-1),(2-ESS2-1),(2-ESS2-2) 
MP.5  Use appropriate tools strategically. (2-ESS2-1) 
2.NBT.A  Understand place value. (2-ESS1-1) 
2.NBT.A.3  Read and write numbers to 1000 using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded form. (2-ESS2-2) 
2.MD.B.5  Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve word problems involving lengths that are given in the same units, e.g., by using drawings  (such as 
 drawings of rulers) and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem. (2-ESS2-1) 

 

*The performance expectations marked with an asterisk integrate traditional science content with engineering through a Practice or Disciplinary Core Idea. 
The section entitled “Disciplinary Core Ideas” is reproduced verbatim from A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Cross-Cutting Concepts, and Core Ideas. 

Integrated and reprinted with permission from the National Academy of Sciences. 
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Social Studies 
Sub-domain Grade 5 
Government and Civics 20% 
Cultures and Societies 10% 
Economics 15% 
Geography 20% 
Historical Perspective 35% 

 
 

Geography 
 
Geography: Spatial Sense (working with maps, globes and other geographic tools) 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will understand how to use and construct maps and geographic tools to locate and derive information 

about people, places, and environment. 
• Students will understand the various types of maps and their uses. 
• Students will gain an understanding of how geographic tools and terms give people a sense of location in their 

community and their world. 
• Name your continent, country, state and community 
• Understand that maps have keys or legends with symbols and their  
     uses 
• Find directions on a map: east, west, north, south 
• Identify major oceans: Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic, Indian 
• Review the 7 continents 
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• Locate: Canada, United States, Mexico, Central America 
• Locate: North and South Poles, Equator, Northern and Southern   
     Hemispheres 
• Terms to know: peninsula, harbor, bay, island and coast, valley, prairie, desert, oasis 

 
Geography of America 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop an awareness of place. 
• Students will gain an appreciation for the physical differences that exist among the seven continents. 
• Students will understand the political organization within the continents. 
• Students will understand the characteristics and uses of maps, globes, and other geographic tools. 

• North America, Canada, United States, Mexico 
• Locate Frankfort, Lexington, Louisville, Bowling Green 
• KY Regions: The Knobs and the Bluegrass Regions 
• The United States 
     Fifty states: 48 contiguous states, plus Alaska and Hawaii 
     Territories 
     Mississippi River 
     Appalachian and Rocky Mountains 
     Great Lakes 
• Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea, West   
     Indies 
• Central America 

 
 



 
Barren County Schools Second Grade Curriculum 2017 Update 
 
 

 
 
 

15 

Historical Perspective and Culture and Society 

Early Exploration and Settlement 

The Voyage of Columbus in 1492 
                   1.  Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain 

2. The Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria 
3. Columbus’s mistaken identification of “Indies” and “Indians” 
4. The idea of what was, for Europeans, a “New World” 

The Pilgrims 
1. The Mayflower 
2. Plymouth Rock 
3. Thanksgiving Day celebration 

 
The War of 1812 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop an awareness of chronology and understand how major events relate to one another. 
• Students will gain an appreciation for people who have influenced our country’s history. 
• Students will begin to gain an understanding of the causes and effect of the War of 1812. 
 
Supporting Content: 

• President James Madison and Dolly Madison 
 Westward Expansion 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop an awareness of ways in which people depend on their physical environment, including natural 

resources, to meet basic needs. 
• Students will begin to understand the impact of transportation on the westward movement and how it changed American 

lives. 
• Students will begin to understand the U.S. territorial expansion and how it affected relations with Native Americans and 

with external powers. 
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• Students will understand the changes in the West during the time of the Westward Expansion. 
 
Supporting Content: 
1600’s to War of 1812 
• Review early exploration of the Appalachian and Rocky Mountains (Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road, Louisiana 

Purchase and its exploration by Lewis and Clark and Sacagawea from 1st grade) to show how the United States continued 
to move westward in the 1800’s. 

1800’s 
• Pioneers Head West 
• Robert Fulton, invention of Steamboat 
• Erie Canal 
• The Transcontinental Railroad 
• Routes West:  The Oregon Trail 
• The Pony Express 

 
 
 Native Americans 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop a sense of empathy and see through the eyes of people in the past 
Supporting Content: 

• Sequoyah and the Cherokee alphabet 
• Forced removal to reservations “Trail of Tears” 
• Some displaced from their homes and ways of life by railroads (“the Iron Horse”) 
• Effects of near extermination of buffalo on the Plains Indians 

  Civil War 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will begin to understand how the values of European economic life took root in the colonies and how slavery 

reshaped European and African life in the Americas. 
• Students will begin to understand the causes and effects of the Civil War. 



 
Barren County Schools Second Grade Curriculum 2017 Update 
 
 

 
 
 

17 

• Students will begin to understand how democratic values and American political ideals came to be and how they have been 
exemplified by people. 

• Students will begin to understand the course and character of the Civil War, its major figures and its effects on the 
American people. 

Supporting Content: 
• Controversy over slavery 
• Harriet Tubman and the “Underground Railroad” 
• Northern v. Southern States:  Yankees and Rebels 
• Clara Barton:  Angel of the Battlefield and founder of American Red Cross 
• President Abraham Lincoln held the Union together 
• Emancipation Proclamation and the end of Slavery 
 

Government and Civics 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will begin to understand how democratic values and American political ideals came to be and how they are 

exemplified by people, events, and symbols. 
• Student will begin to understand ideas about civic life, politics, and government. 
• Students will begin to understand political institutions and theories that have developed and changed over time as 

well as basic tenets of the U.S. Constitution. 
• Students will begin to understand the central ideas of the American constitutional government and how this form of 

government shaped the character of American society. 
• Students will begin to understand the concept of a constitution, including the balance of powers, the definition of 

rights and responsibilities, and the use of the constitution as the basis of law. 
• Students will begin to understand the impact of the American Revolution of politics, economics, and society. 
American Government:  The Constitution 

A. American government is based on the Constitution, the highest law of the land 
B. British impressments of American sailors 
C. Old Ironsides 
D. British burn the White House 
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E. Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key, and “The Star-Spangled Banner” 
F. Battle of New Orleans, Andrew Jackson’ 

           (4) Effect of near extermination of buffalo on Plains Indians 
 
 Immigration and Citizenship 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop a sense of empathy and see through the eyes of immigrants who came to America. 
• Students will begin to understand the massive immigration of the late 1800s and early 1900s, and how new social patterns, conflicts and 

ideas of national unity developed amid growing cultural diversity. 
• Students will understand the folklore and other cultural contributions of various populations in the United States and how they helped to 

form a national heritage.   
• Students will understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 
• Students will understand the ides of the “American Dream” and the “U.S. as a melting pot”. 
 
 
Supporting Content: 

A. America perceived as the “land of the opportunity” 
B. The American Dream and The Great Melting Pot 
C. The meaning of “e pluribus Unum” (a national motto you can see on the back of coins) 
D. Ellis Island and the significance of the Statue of Liberty 
E. Many immigrants came to Kentucky from other countries 
F. Millions of newcomers to America 

a. Large populations of immigrants settle in major cities (such as New York, Chicago,  
b. Philadelphia, Detroit, Cleveland, Boston, San Francisco) 

G. The idea of citizenship 
      F.   What it means to be a citizen of a nation 

G.  American citizens have certain rights and responsibilities (for example, voting, eligible to hold office, paying taxes) 
H. Becoming an American citizen (by birth, naturalization) 

 
Civil Rights 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will begin to understand how a variety of individuals worked to improve life and promote equality and justice in the United States. 
• Students will begin to understand the struggle for racial and gender equality and for the extension of civil liberties. 
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• Students will understand that the ideas that people profess affect their behavior and understand the connection between ideas and actions, 
between ideology and policy, and between policy and practice. 

• Students will understand the long struggle by women, African-Americans and other minorities for inclusion in society. 
• Students will understand the application of the principle from the Declaration of Independence:  All men are created equal.  
Supporting Content: 

A. Susan B. Anthony and the right to vote 
B. Eleanor Roosevelt and civil rights and human rights 
C. Mary McLeod Bethune and educational opportunity  
D. Kentucky Whitney Moore Young, Jr. 
E. Jackie Robinson and the integration of major league baseball 
F. Rosa Parks and the bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama 
G. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the dream of equal rights for all. 
H. Cesar Chavez and the rights of migrant workers 

Symbols and Figures 
A. Recognize and become familiar with the significance of 

 
• U.S. flag:  current  and earlier versions 
• Statue of Liberty 
• Lincoln Memorial 
• James and Dolly Madison  
• Andrew Jackson 
• State song: My Old Kentucky Home 
• Daniel Boone (review) 
• Lewis and Clark (review) 
• Sacagawea (review) 

 
 
 
 

Early Civilizations:  China, and Greece 
Concept Objectives: 
• Students will develop a respect for a variety of cultures 
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• Students will begin to understand how geography affected early civilizations 
• Students will begin to understand the major contributions of these early civilizations 
• Students will begin to understand the cultural and religious influences of Ancient China, India and Greece. 
• Students will begin to understand the major characteristics of Chinese Civilization. 
• Students will begin to understand the political, social, cultural, religious, and economic influences on Ancient China, 

India and Greece. 
• Students will begin to understand the complex nature of a given culture:  its history, government, economy, 

geography, literature, religion and art and compare it to our modern day American culture. 
 
    Geography of Asia 
         (1) The largest continent, with the most populous countries in the world  
         (2) Locate: China, India, Japan 
    China 
         (1) Yellow (Huang He) and Yangtze (Chang Jiang) Rivers 
         (2) Teaching of Confucius (for example, honor your ancestors 
         (3) Great Wall of China 
         (4) Invention of paper 
         (5) Importance of silk 
         (6) Chinese New Year 

Ancient Greece 
     A. Geography: Mediterranean Sea and Aegean Sea, Crete 
     B. Sparta 
     C. Athens as a city-state: the beginnings of democracy 
     D. Persian Wars: Marathon and Thermopylae 
     E. Olympic games 
     F. Worship of gods and goddesses 
     G. Great thinkers: Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle 
     H. Alexander the Great  
 
Modern Civilization and Culture:  Japan 
• The location of Japan relative to continental Asia (Pacific Ocean and Sea of Japan) 
• Japan:  “land of the rising sun” 
• Japan as an island nation; four major islands; Mount Fuji, Tokyo and the Japanese flag 
• Modern cities as sites of industry and business 
• Example of a traditional craft:  origami 
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• Example of traditional clothing:  the kimono 
• Modern Japan is a major industrial country that is firmly rooted in tradition. 
 
 

Economics 
 

(Suggested materials to use: Econ and Me) 
 

• Review economics terms from K and 1. 
 

• Explain the differences between: wants and needs as well as goods and services. 
 

• Master that scarcity requires people to make choices about using goods and services. 
 

• Master that consumers use goods and services to satisfy economic wants and needs. 
 
• Introduce resources (all things and effort used in the production of goods and services) and master what natural 

resources are, decision-making (making a choice), wages (the price you are paid for working), opportunity cost (what 
you give up to get something else), income (payment for any resource), and profit (the money that is left after all 
expenses are paid). 

 
• Introduce that we have limited resources to satisfy wants. 
 
• Know that markets exist when buyers and sellers exchange goods and services. 
 
• Recognize the different roles of workers in economic systems. 
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Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 130 

Big Idea: Personal Wellness (Health Education) 
Wellness is maximum well-being, or total health. Personal Wellness is a combination of physical, 
mental, emotional, spiritual and social well-being. It involves making choices and decisions each day 
that promote an individual’s physical well-being, the prevention of illnesses and diseases, and the ability 
to remain, physically, mentally, spiritually, socially and emotionally healthy. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.29   Students demonstrate skills that promote individual well-being and healthy family relationships. 
2.31   Students demonstrate the knowledge and skills they need to remain physically healthy and to 
   accept responsibility for their own physical well-being. 
2.32   Students demonstrate strategies for becoming and remaining mentally and emotionally healthy. 
3.2   Students demonstrate the ability to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
4.1   Students effectively use interpersonal skills. 
4.4   Students demonstrate the ability to accept the rights and responsibilities for self and others. 
5.1   Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating, and 
   comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations. 
5.4   Students use a decision-making process to make informed decisions among options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x individuals have a responsibility to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
x changes are normal and each individual is unique in the growth and development process. 
x responsibility to others enhances social interactions skills. 
x media and use of technology (e.g., television, computers, MP3 Players, electronic/arcade 

games) can influence personal health. 
x behavioral choices affect physical, mental, emotional and social well-being and can have 

positive or negative consequences on one’s health. 
x positive health habits can help prevent injuries and the spreading of diseases to self and others. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts – Personal and Physical Health 
Students will 

x demonstrate awareness of the concept of responsibility to oneself and others 
x identify relationships between personal health behaviors and individual well-being 
x describe how the family, physical and social environments influence personal health 
x recognize indicators of mental/emotional, social, and physical health during childhood 
x explain why growth and development are unique to each individual 
x describe how diet, exercise, and rest affect the body 

 
  



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 131 

Big Idea: Personal Wellness (Health Education) – Continued 

Primary Skills and Concepts – Social, Metal and Emotional Health 
Students will 

x demonstrate social interaction skills by: 
 o  using etiquette, politeness, sharing and other positive social interaction skills 
 o  working and playing collaboratively in large and small groups 
 o  using appropriate means to express needs, wants and feelings 
 o  describing characteristics needed to be a responsible friend and family member 
 o  practicing attentive listening skills that build and maintain healthy relationships 
 o identifying the differences between verbal and nonverbal communication 
 o identifying social interaction skills that enhance individual health 

x explain how an individual’s attitude can affect one’s personal health 
 o  social health: getting along with others, serving as team members 
 o  emotional health: expressing feelings, self-concept 
 

x define and identify ways to manage stress (e.g., exercise, drawing/writing/talking about feelings) 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts – Family and Community Health 
Students will 

x describe ways technology and media influence: 
 o  family 
 o  feelings and thoughts 
 o  physical, social, and emotional health 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts – Communicable, Non-Communicable and Chronic Diseases 
Prevention 
Students will 

x identify and practice personal health habits (e.g., hand washing, care of teeth and eyes, 
covering 
coughs and sneezes, sun protection) which affect self and others in the prevention and spread 
of 
disease 

x describe the reasons for regular visits to health care providers 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts – Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs 
Students will 

x identify the differences between the use/misuse of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs and the 
effects they have on the body 

 
  



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 132 

Big Idea: Nutrition (Health Education) 
Proper nutrition is critical to good health. To maintain a healthy weight, good dietary habits and physical 
activity are essential. Nutritious foods are necessary for growth, development and maintenance of 
healthy bodies. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.30  Students evaluate consumer products and services and make effective consumer decisions. 
2.31  Students demonstrate the knowledge and skills they need to remain physically healthy and to 
 accept responsibility for their own physical well-being. 
3.2  Students will demonstrate the ability to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
3.5  Students will demonstrate self-control and self-discipline. 
5.1  Students use critical thinking skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating, and 
 comparing to solve a variety of problems in real-life situations. 
5.4  Students use decision-making process to make informed decisions among options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x proper nutrition is essential to growth and development. 
x nutrients provide energy for daily living. 
x resources are available to assist in making nutritional choices. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x explain why foods are needed by the body (growth, energy) 
x identify the six nutrients 
x investigate the role of the digestive system in nutrition 
x describe the reasons why an individual needs to eat breakfast 
x identify the food groups and the recommended number of daily servings to be eaten from each 

group 
x apply the decision-making process in making healthful food choices 

 
  



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 133 

Big Idea: Safety (Health Education) 
Accidents are a major cause of injury and death to children and adolescents. Unintentional injuries 
involving motor vehicles, falls, drowning, fires, firearms, and poisons can occur at home, school and 
work. 
Safe behavior protects a person from danger and lessens the effects of harmful situations. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.3  Students demonstrate the knowledge and skills they need to remain physically healthy and to 
 accept responsibility for their own physical well-being. 
2.33  Students demonstrate the skills to evaluate and use services and resources available in their 
 community. 
3.2  Students will demonstrate the ability to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
4.3  Students individually demonstrate consistent, responsive, and caring behavior. 
4.4  Students demonstrate the ability to accept the rights and responsibilities for self and others. 
5.1  Students use skills such as analyzing, prioritizing, categorizing, evaluating and comparing to 
solve  a variety of problems in real-life situations. 
5.4  Students use a decision-making process to make informed decisions among-options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x safety practices and procedures help prevent injuries and provide a safe environment. 
x community resources are available to assist in hazardous situations. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x explain and practice safety rules/procedures for crossing streets, riding in cars/buses, 
loading/unloading buses, and using playground equipment 

x identify and explain how to help prevent injuries at home and at school (e.g., seat belts, 
helmets, 
knee pads) 

x explain and demonstrate school and home safety procedures (e.g., tornado, fire, earthquake 
drills) 

x demonstrate awareness of how to avoid danger (e.g., fires, strangers) 
x identify procedures and practices for obtaining emergency assistance and information (e.g., fire 

department, police department, poison control, ambulance service, when to call 911) 
x identify the available health and safety agencies in a community and the services they provide 

(e.g., health department, fire department, police, ambulance services) 
 
  



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 134 

Big Idea: Psychomotor Skills (Physical Education) 
Cognitive information can be used to understand and enhance the development of motor skills such as 
movement sequences and patterns. Individuals who understand their bodies and how to perform various 
movements will be safer and more productive in recreation and work activities. Development of 
psychomotor skills contributes to the development of social and cognitive skills. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.31  Students demonstrate the knowledge and skills they need to remain physically healthy and to 
 accept responsibility for their own physical well-being. 
2.34  Students perform physical movements skills effectively in a variety of settings. 
2.35  Students demonstrate knowledge and skills that promote physical activity and involvement in 
 physical activity throughout lives. 
4.1  Students effectively use interpersonal skills. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x spatial awareness, motor skills and movement patterns are needed to perform a variety of 
physical activities. 

x movement concepts, principles and strategies apply to the learning and performance of physical 
activities. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x demonstrate fundamental motor skills (e.g., locomotor, non-locomotor, object manipulation) and 
movement concepts (e.g., body control, space awareness) 

x demonstrate fundamental motor skill aspects of performance 
x utilize fundamental motor skills and movement concepts to create movement sequences 
x demonstrate the contrast between slow and fast movements while traveling 
x demonstrate relationships (e.g., over, under, front and back, side-by-side, leading and following) 

with other people and objects 
x define the role personal and general space has in movement 
x work in group settings without physically interfering with others 
x develop basic manipulative skills (e.g., throwing, catching, kicking, striking) 

 
  



Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Primary Practical Living 135 

Big Idea: Lifetime Physical Wellness (Physical Education) 
Lifetime Wellness is health-focused. The health-related activities and content utilized are presented to 
help students become more responsible for their overall health status and to prepare each student to 
demonstrate knowledge and skills that promote physical activity throughout their lives. Physical 
education uses physical activity as a means to help students acquire skills, fitness, knowledge and 
attitudes that contribute to their optimal development and well-being. Physical, mental, emotional, and 
social health is strengthened by regular involvement in physical activities. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.31  Students demonstrate the knowledge and skills they need to remain physically healthy and to 
 accept responsibility for their own physical well-being. 
2.34  Students perform physical movements skills effectively in a variety of settings. 
2.35  Students demonstrate knowledge and skills that promote physical activity and involvement in 
 physical activity throughout lives. 
3.1  Students demonstrate positive growth in self-concept through appropriate tasks or projects. 
3.2  Students demonstrate the ability to maintain a healthy lifestyle. 
3.7  Students demonstrate the ability to learn on one’s own. 
4.2  Students use productive team membership skills. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x physical activity provides opportunities for social interaction, challenges, and fun. 
x participation in regular physical activity has physical, mental, and social benefits. 
x practice is a basic component for improving sport skills. 
x rules impact effective participation in physical activities. 
x personal and social behavior that shows respect to self and others impacts enjoyment and 

safety in physical activity settings. 
x regular participation in health-related, physical activity supports the goals of fitness and a 

healthier lifestyle throughout life. 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x identify likes and dislikes connected with participating in sports and physical activities (e.g., 
enjoyment, challenge, maintaining fitness, teamwork) 

x identify benefits gained from regular participation in physical activities and describe activities 
that 
will promote a physically active lifestyle 

x identify the physiological and psychological changes in the body during physical activity 
x participate in daily physical activity during and after school 
x explain the importance of practice for improving performance in games and sports for 

individuals 
when participating in a variety of physical activities and games: 

 o  explain why rules are used (e.g., safety, fairness) 
 o  differentiate between positive and negative behaviors (e.g., waiting your turn vs. pushing in 
  line, honesty vs. lying) 
 o  practice cooperation strategies with partners and small groups 

x demonstrate and describe the concept of sportsmanship (e.g., rules, fair play) in regard to 
games 
and activities 

x identify and explain how spectator behaviors influence the safety and enjoyment of sports and 
games 

x explore and identify a variety of physical activities that enhance the health related fitness 
components 
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Kentucky Department of Education 

Kentucky Academic Standards – Vocational Studies - 
Primary  
168 

Big Idea: Consumer Decisions 
Individual and families need to make consumer decisions due to the numerous products/services on the 
market, multiple advertising techniques, and the need to make responsible financial management 
decisions. Accessing and assessing consumer information, comparing and evaluating products and 
services, provides basis for making effective consumer decisions. Consumer decisions influence the use 
of resources and the impact they have on the community and environment. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.30  Students evaluate consumer products and services and make effective consumer decisions. 
2.33  Students demonstrate the skills to evaluate and use services and resources available in their 
 community. 
5.4  Students use a decision-making process to make informed decisions among options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x basic economic concepts are important for consumer decision-making. 
x consumer decisions are influenced by economic and social factors. 
x consumer actions (e.g., reusing, reducing, recycling) influence the use of resources and impact 

the environment. 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x develop an understanding of how consumer decisions are influenced by economic and social 
factors by: 
o recognizing that consumers are people whose wants are satisfied by using goods and 

services 
o recognizing that producers are people who make goods and provide services 
o describing the steps in making consumer decisions 
o identifying the difference between wants and needs (e.g., food, clothing, and shelter) and 

the 
relationship to consumer decisions 

o describing major factors (e.g., price, quality, features) to consider when making consumer 
decisions 

o defining barter, giving examples of bartering (e.g., trading baseball cards with each other), 
and explaining how money makes it easier for people to get things they want 

o recognizing the relationship between supply and demand and the dependence one has on 
others to provide for wants and needs 
identifying the ways friends may influence your decisions when making purchases 
recognizing how media and advertising affect consumer decisions 

x investigate media advertisements and newspaper stories that influence consumer decisions 
x explore and use technology to access information as a consumer 
x describe how consumer actions (e.g., reusing, reducing, recycling) influence the use of 

resources 
and impact the environment by: 
o describing some community activities that promote healthy environments 
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Big Idea: Financial Literacy 
Financial literacy provides knowledge so that students are responsible for their personal economic 
wellbeing. As consumers, individuals need economic knowledge as a base for making financial 
decisions impacting short and long term goals throughout one’s lifetime. Financial literacy will empower 
students by providing them with the skills and awareness needed to establish a foundation for a future of 
financial responsibility and economic independence. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.30  Students evaluate consumer products and services and make effective consumer decisions. 
2.33  Students demonstrate the skills to evaluate and use services and resources available in their 
community. 
5.4  Students use a decision-making process to make informed decisions among options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x financial decisions impact the achievement of short and long-term goals. 
x saving money is a component of financial decision-making. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x identify goals pertaining to money that might affect individuals and families 
x investigate different ways to save money (e.g., piggy bank, local bank, savings bonds) 
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Big Idea: Career Awareness, Exploration, Planning 
Career awareness, exploration and planning gives students the opportunity to discover the various 
career areas that exist and introduce them to the realities involved with the workplace. Many factors 
need to be considered when selecting a career path and preparing for employment. Career awareness, 
exploration and planning will enable students to recognize the value of education and learn how to plan 
for careers. 
The relationship between academics and jobs/careers will enable students to make vital connections 
that will give meaning to their learning. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.36 Students use strategies for choosing and preparing for a career. 
2.37 Students demonstrate skills and work habits that lead to success in future schooling and work. 
5.4 Students use a decision-making process to make informed decision among options. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x people need to work to meet basic needs. 
x the connection between work and learning can influence one’s future job/career. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x communicate the concepts of work and career 
x examine and group careers found in the community 
x identify that people need to work (e.g., chores, jobs, employment) to meet basic needs (e.g., 

food, clothing, shelter) 
x describe the different job opportunities are available in the community 
x explain different jobs/careers that use what they learn in school (e.g., mathematics, 

reading/writing, science, social studies) impacts future jobs/careers 
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Big Idea: Employability Skills 
Employability skills will focus on student’s competencies with their work habits and academic/technical 
skills that will impact an individual’s success in school and workplace. School-to-work transition skills will 
help students develop interpersonal skills and positive work habits. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.36  Students use strategies for choosing and preparing for a career. 
2.37  Students demonstrate skills and work habits that lead to success in future schooling and work. 
3.6  Students demonstrate the ability to make decisions based on ethical values. 
4.1  Students effectively use interpersonal skills. 
4.2  Students use productive team membership skills. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x interpersonal skills are needed to be a responsible friend, family and team member. 
x attitudes and work habits contribute to success at home, school and work. 

 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 
 

x identify how interpersonal skills are needed to be a responsible friend, family and team member 
by: 
o identifying ways to cooperate at both home and school 
o learning the importance of working with others in groups 
o demonstrating how to work cooperatively by contributing ideas, suggestions and efforts 

x describe how attitudes and work habits contribute to success at home, school and work by: 
o describing study skills needed in the school 
o describing how attitude can impact an individual’s performance at school 
o learning how to follow routines (e.g., rules, schedules, directions) with minimal supervision 

x describe the importance of working hard and efficiently (e.g., taking pride in one’s work, being 
on 
task) 

x examine potential job/careers in the community 
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Big Idea: Communication/Technology 
Special communication/technology skills are needed for success in schooling and in the workplace. 
Students will be able to express information and ideas using a variety of technologies in various ways. 
 
Academic Expectations 
1.16  Students use computers and other kinds of technology to collect, organize, and communicate 
 information and ideas. 
2.37  Students demonstrate skills and work habits that lead to success in future schooling and work. 

Primary Enduring Knowledge – Understandings 
Students will understand that 

x technology in school and the workplace can enhance learning and provide access to information 
and resources. 

x communication skills are essential for jobs/careers. 
 
Primary Skills and Concepts 
Students will 

x explore how technology is used in different jobs/careers 
x investigate how technology in school and at work enhances learning and provide access to 

information and resources by: 
o identifying technology tools (e.g., electronic games, phones, computers) that are used in 

homes and schools 
x identify ways written communication skills are used at school and in the workplace 
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Arts and Humanities 
The new standards for Dance, Theater, Media Arts, Music and Visual Arts 

can be downloaded at: 
http ://education .ky.gov/curriculum/s tandards /kyacads tand/Documents / 

Kentucky_Academic_Standards _Arts _and_Huma nities .pdf 
 

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Pages/contentareasstandards.aspx


