Aims WEB Live and Learn

1. SLA is done with PM probes (use #4 for each grade level) don’t have to find median just do one.  If you used BM probes the data is STILL fine, but in the future we will know to use PM.  This is to preserve the “integrity” of the benchmarks.
2. If you choose to monitor at instructional level, the goal will need to be for the instructional grade level you are going to PM the student at.  The child’s benchmark and strategic monitoring will be his grade level “pulse”.  All reports will print so we will be able to see Benchmarks, Strategic Monitoring (if you are PMing off grade level) as we look at data on 1 page.  Very few students should be monitored off grade level.  The S-team will determine on a student by student basis who that will be.
3. The initial correct will be from whatever level you are going to monitor the student at. 

	When setting up a PM Schedule, what should I list as the Initial Performance Score: the Benchmark score, the score at the SLA level at which I will monitor or the SLA score for the grade level where I set the goal? For example, I have a 5th grader whose SLA is 3rd grade but her goal is 4th grade. Do I enter her Initial Performance as her 5th grade benchmark, her 3rd grade SLA or the median 4th grade SLA? 



 Message edited by: michelle11160 on 05/25/2011 13:57:40 
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Hello,

This is entirely up to you. You can use the benchmark score as the initial score or you can use a score derived from a Survey Level Assessment. IT is important to note that you must select an end goal score relevant to the grade level you will be testing a student. In other words, you will want to use a 5th grade goal score if you are using a 5th grade initial score. 

-------------------------
Justin Keeble
AIMSweb Support
P: (866) 313-6194
F: (866)313-6197 



4. The goal corrects part is how you monitor the progress and development of the student. In each student’s Progress Monitor Case, the Initial Corrects creates a starting point. The goal corrects creates the end point, and connecting them creates a goal line…a way to gauge the student’s progress in relation to the goal. This becomes evident on the student’s Progress Monitor graph. For more information, see the article "Progress Monitoring Strategies for Writing Individualized Goals in General Curriculum and More Frequent Formative Evaluation" available under the Downloads tab within your account.
5.  If you want to change the goal, you have to file the old schedule and create a new one.
6. Since all probes are weighted toward end-of-year proficiency, it is acceptable to collect Progress Monitor scores as benchmarking data under certain situations. To immediately retest the students using a proper benchmark probe may artificially inflate a student's score. This is not suggested, as it is not necessarily needed.
7. Do I do TEL if the student is not successful on 2nd Grade CBM?  No, you use the CBM probes for k or 1.  There are no norms however for those.

8. Q. I notice the passages for CBM and for MAZE are identical. If I give the CBM, then the child has already seen the passage and I can not do MAZE. Am I missing something? 

A.When Progress Monitoring, it is best to randomize the RCBM and MAZE probes. The same two probes should not be used during a single Progress Monitoring session.
Q. I would like clarification on how the program selects PM passages for students. It does not go in sequential order so what is the process? A The Progress Monitor probes are randomized. All PM probes are weighted for end-of-year proficiency; the probes do not increase in difficulty.
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Hello,
I teach students with cognitive delays and/or Autism Spectrum Disorder. I used SLA in the fall to establish grade level for MAZE, M-CAP, and M-COMP (50th% for fall was reached at a grade level.

I have read the suggestions for setting goals, look at the Growth data, but am still struggling with setting annual IEP goals with the information. 

How much growth should be expected in 1 year's time for this population? At what point do I move the student up to the next grade level? 
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Hello,

Goal setting is a decision made at your local level as it is specific to the needs of the student. However, I have forwarded your question to the AIMSweb Research Director for further clarification. As soon as I have a response, I will post it on the forums. 

-------------------------
Thanks,

AIMSweb Support
P: (866) 313-6194
F: (866)313-6197 
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Hello,

This is the response I received:

AIMSweb is a tool designed specifically for use with the general school population, not students identified with special needs such as those with cognitive or intellectual deficits as identified with a standardized test designed for those purposes. Its goal is to identify students who are not in the special needs group who may still be at risk for failure in the areas of mathematics or literacy who may benefit from classroom intervention models. 

Due to these factors, we currently do not have research on if our norms apply to students with cognitive delays and/or Autism Spectrum Disorder. If you still intend to use the instrument on these student, please refer to the information on special accommodation in the AIMSweb Training Workbooks found in the Downloads Tab on AIMSweb.com. Briefly, while student scores cannot be compared against the data, they can be compared against themselves so that you can monitor the child’s progress or lack thereof by measuring his or her performance against his or her earlier performance. 

-------------------------
Thanks,

AIMSweb Support
P: (866) 313-6194
F: (866)313-6197 
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Hello,

I have received further clarification from the AIMSweb Research Director regarding your previous question.

For further clarification, because AIMSweb was not developed as a clinical took, we don’t have information on the typical rate of progress of students with IDD or ASD.

The manual you refer to having read, Progress Monitoring Strategies for Writing Individualized goals in General Curriculum and More Frequent Formative Evaluation, provides guidance for using SLA with all students, including the criteria for moving from below grade-level to on grade-level (or next grade-level higher, if it is still below) monitoring. In such cases we recommend using the information in the manual along with your professional judgment and what you know about your individual students to decide what their appropriate ROI should be. 

As an example purely for illustration, not recommendation, a teacher may have a student diagnosed with Autism whose age places him or her in the 8th grade, but whose test scores or IEP indicates is to be taught at a 4th grade level. In the subject of math, however, that student struggles at the 4th grade level, and SLA indicates that he or she is performing in the average range at the 1st grade level. It is unlikely that intervention will bring this student, in the space of a school year, to the 4th grade level; however, the standard ROI formula indicates that with aggressive intervention the student may achieve a low average at the 3rd-grade level. That becomes the goal for that student’s instruction and intervention plan, with subsequent progress monitoring providing data that may influence the teacher to raise or lower the goal as the year progresses.




-------------------------
Thanks,

AIMSweb Support
P: (866) 313-6194
F: (866)313-6197 
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The RCBM is the only AIMSweb assessment which requires the administration of three probes. You take the median correct score and the median error score for the RCBM. No other assessment, including MAZE, requires this sort of score calculation. 
All three RCBM probes are given in a single benchmark assessment. You have the option to Progress Monitor with 1 or 3 three probes.
For the instructional recommendations report, the recommendations are generated based on an equation where each measure within a category is equally weighted. Within each measure, scores are broken down into Percentiles, and the percentiles ranges are assigned a color. This applies to the AIMSweb default reporting method.

• 90th percentile: Well Above Average------White
• 90th - 75th percentile: Above Average------Blue
• 75th - 25th percentile: Average----------------Green
• 25th - 10th percentile: Below Average------Yellow
• 10th percentile: Well Below Average------Red

An individual student may score in the White or Blue range across all measures. This will generate the “Benchmark – At Grade Level” message.

An individual student may score in the Green range across all measures. This will generate the “Strategic – Additional Intervention” message. 

An individual student may score in the Yellow or Red range across all measures. This will generate the “Intensive – Needs Substantial Intervention” message.

The Strategic message is a recommendation for the student to potentially be added to Strategic Monitoring. This is a monthly assessment using grade level Progress Monitor probes and provides further data to ensure the student is indeed progressing at a desired rate, or potentially may need more individualized instructional attention. 
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